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fulfilled ? Canall this mean any thing less than @ 
literal restoration of both Judah and Israel to their! 
low nfand? I know that many Christians do not be- 
lieve in a literal restoration. What your opinion is 
‘I do not know, but shall be very happy to learn.— 
2 be led into all truth, and assisted in the dis- 
Brother King is at a convent 
lam now 
Y' with the Rey. Lewis Way, who has come to lend his 
,aid to the good cause in these parts. He is won- 
Postage deducted to individual mail subscribers, pro-| ge, fully edahin for the conversion of the Jews. 1 


vided they pay in advance iwish some ofour rich men in America may imbibe | 
a Litt TT. —————————————— 
the same spirit. 


RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE, Your Affectionate Brother. J 
FOREIGN AND DOMESTIC. | PLINY FISK. 


ae _—— —— 

PALESTINE MISSION. | 

Extract of a letter from the Rey. Pliny Fisk, Mission- 

ary in Palestine, to the Editorofthe New York Observer, 
dated Antoora, on Mount Lebanon, July 30th, 1623. 


Antoora, Mount Lebanon, July 30, 1823, 


Dear Brother— 
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The Cnristran Secretary is published every Satur- 
dav morning, south-east corner of Main and State street, 
six rods south of the State House, at $1 50 per annum, | May we 
payable after three months. ‘charge of every duty. | | 

Acents allowed 25 cents a copy per annum and thea little way from me, studying Arabic. 
postage deducted; they being responsible for all they 


distribute. 


} 
The Missionin Ceylon, under the care of Messrs. | 
Meigs and Poor, has been much blessed. Sev eh 
teen converted natives have been admitted as mem- | 
bers of the church there, three of whom have) 
been approved as preachers of the gospel. One of 
these is said to possess every superiortalents. ‘The | 
I thank you for your favour of Nov. 25. ft reach- | missionaries have established 32 free schools, con- 
edme at Cairo, March 28. The books which you taining more than 1500 scholars, some of whom, not | 
od your friends had the coodness to send, I sg lhe longing to the church, are hopefully pious. 
at Malta. Accept my thanks in behalf of my-| This work of educating the youth, iooks like what 

self and brethren, ‘The quarto Harmony 1 have'the Bible calls ‘* sowing good seed, which shall 
not received. It is perhaps at Malta, I fear it will spring up, and bear fruit.”> There is more practt- 


not be acceptable as a present to the Greeks, be-| ca) wisdom in that precept of Sol omon, ** Train up| 
* than many tnstruc- | 


cause itis printed withou. the accents. The Greeks}, child in the w: ry he should go, 
deem the accents very necessary, and always read |te rs, and even parents ima; gine. Ifthe best princi- | 
according to them. ‘The H irmony, 
not be useless. 

| have lately been examining, with considerable 
attention, the pi — cres in relation to that interes- 
ling pe O} ile, th e Jews, 


| 


| 


however, will| ples and the most cor rect habits are early entore ed | 
jon the memories and in the conduct of the young, 
ithey will have an om int influence on future life; 
and the parent who is faithful in this labour, will) 
The fabours in which I am| have a rich recompense in the gratitude of his 
c ngused, make | this study peculiarly interesting. — jobe dient offspring. But when we consider the in-!| 
It is now too lite to ask whether they are to be con-|fluence which the religious education of a thousar nd 
verted 2?) The word of God has settled that point{heathen children is to exert on all around them, we 
in language not at all dubious. But t feel consider- | fee) ut terly incap: able of estimating the mi ghty sum 
able interest in the question, whether they are to!of good, which may be the result. in the present o 
returnto their own native land ? I feel astrong in-ifytore life.— Watchman. 

clination to believe they will return. But inclina-| —_— 


} . 
thon, you know, is not to be our rule of inte BOSTON BAPTIST FEMALE AUXILIAARY TRACT SOCIETY 


rpreting 


> * v4 rh * ting .< thar al Deas ; oy ct 
tiie Scripture > Wha Lnenis re bathnuage andy I. the Tr , Pats. Gn. oa ee own ¥ 
¢ = ; oo a eS ae, ee ae eg From the neport OF tots Society, it appears, that 
sense ol a riptare on slate potne ‘JOU LOA hui t- ) } One » | eta » } 5) liet nhitact | See ryy my | rr 16 ron 
ham that hi eed - pied ) ! b ye, ré hy ’ 2 rave CE n als tr uted ny ats members »,909 
am th: is Ss ioOuld ve In DONGaAge ip Eeypt, | a 
, \ a i , wil pages of Tracts the past ye: Continual additions | 
and then be delivered, and put in possession of Ca- |! ra — 
ae ig OT , ihave been made to the list of subscribers, and seve- 
naan. Both tre captivity and the deliverance he rey ; : 1 . . 
. . : , ae ,tral important donations have been received from 
were literal wee Uen. KV. 1 ax. xf. 4°), (ror . 1. asap . , a , 
told J Np! ; friends, he report breathes the meck and deter- 
told Jeremiih that Sebuch zzev shouldcarrythe| . 3... : 
. lg. mined sprit which might be expected to prevail 
aetietic ten siscie ere they should remain 70 vears ‘ 4 © as . : 
| tee 4] \., | among the consistent friends of Christ, after so mali- 
In SApuvits , and tl rn be restored tutheir own tand. | ‘6 ,. } 
Ail it literally fulilled.  & Re titles eious and unprovoked an attack has lately been 
He this was literally fmitiied, — o¢ Per. XXK4 Se eh & tatlhenes ¢ hn Melitta - 
Don. ixe 2. There ther predict } , "e848 — Steeees Gaeeowe oe 79 ae 
le Ike Se mere é pred ins Gla tone ‘ one 7 : ae ‘ 
orange . ) Sanbaliat and Tobiah are troubling Jerusalem,’ and 
persion and captivity, Mave VUCER AISO UCs| . . aMnrt te ended which sive success in hat 
a. > aan ‘ . no @yort is susp noed WHaich can £1ive success in vDat- 
rally fultilled., {ean we find predictions of another! ; , ; . : . 
vena Is this ¢ Saal i] fering down the walls which [sracl is endeavouring 
| i S Uris ) ilie i ' } it if mot ° - ° . . 
; + , 7 ; torear. Itis therefore atime which calls loudly 
€\s respecting thre Gispersiot ‘ Wo restoratior on 2 
1. ’ : ro gt ' : 'on Curistians to be awake. and to come up to the 
rive uready b t il hit bidune Do not t ' oP . ' . i 
' /- ielp of the Lord against the might) 
hur ruies ofinterpretation require us tob 1eve that ad : 
\ P A : —- nips — 
the third restoration willalso be bite ral. unless the re 


: , DECLINE OF MAHOMEDANIS’. 
is somne intiunation to tue contrary. or some spec bal} 


’ Arethere! Che following important communication, says the 
[should be glad| London Baptist Magazine for October, may be de- 
to have your thoughts ou these subjects. Lrecom-| pended upon at authentic ; itis from the pen ofa 
mend for vou 


reason for adopting a contrary opinion 
any such in fim uwions or reasons } 


; r consideration the tollowime passages, 

| hope you will find time to look at them. and tel] timony indubitable. 

me what vou think of them. Isa. xi. 9—1b,. pre- ‘* You ask me if the Mahomedan religion is on 
ts the return of Israel as wellas of Judah. Isaiah the decline. [answer : in Persia they can scarce- 

xiv. I. predicts that God will set Judah “rr Israel in| ly be called Mahomedans : they are Deists, if any 

their own land. Isa. xvii. 7. Jer. xvi. J ~~ . and| thing, and are ready to receive the Christian faith. 

KXint. I—S. and xxxii. 37. and i. 4—6. 19. Ezek.| A few such men as Mr. Martyn would soon effect a 


xX. 40. and xxviii. 24—96. and xxxvii. a an change. You cannot conceive the eagerness with, 
ind XXXix. 23—29. Amos. ix. 14. Zech. x. 10.|Which they ask for his translation of the New Tes- 
ind Xi. 6—9. Were all these promises fulfilled | tvment. Ihave distributed several hundreds, and | 
imtne return form Babylen ? Have the y ever been, could have done so with twice the number if they 


‘are satistied with going. 
‘servation, after a residence of nearly twenty-four 


-! ? 
” leomavenstion. ang, 


gentleman whose rank and character render his tes- | 


‘had been sent me. At Mecca, the resort is so much 
fallen off, that not one ina hundred, (perhaps if I 
were to say two hundred, | might be nearer) now 
goes, for those that did. Indeed the revenues, in 
consequence of this, have so much decreased, that 
in lieu of overflowing treasuries, the Ottoman Gov- 
ernment is obliged to make large remittances for the 
payment of its officers and troops. Those pilgrims 
who now resort make no offerings or present ; they 
Indeed, from my own ob- 


‘years amongst the Arabs and Persians, I can safely 
say that Islamism is fast falling to decay.” 


i 


REVIVALS. 


Extract of a letter to the Editor of the Christian Mir- 
ror, dated Bolton, Conn. Nov. 25th. 1823. 


Dear Sir,—‘* The revival of religion in the eas- 
tern part of the State of Conncticut, has perhaps 
never been more interesting than within afew weeks 
past. I propose to give you the outlines of it from 
its commencement. It has heretofore been much 
acommon remark among christians, that revivals 
have ever been much less frequent, and less power- 
ful, in the eastern, than in the western part of this 
state. Many of these churches have in years past 
been favoured with seasons more or less reviving ; 
but never with such ageneral and powerful refresh- 
ing from the presence of the Lord. 

This re vival commenced in Somers, June 1822 ; 
and has continued, tncreasing and spreading likea 
fire from house to house, and from heart to heart, 
over sixteen churches and congregations, with 
more crless power and rapidity antil the present 
inoment. 

The following towns und societies are contiguous, 
and have all shared in one extensive revival : 

In Somers, 150 have hopefully been made the 
' subjects of divine grace.—In South Wilbraham 100 
—In Ellington it « manninaiel with power in one 
within afew days, a number 
were rejoicing in hope, when all at once it stopped ! 


In Tolland, during one week SO were rejoicing in 


hope: the nuinber of hopeful conversions there is 
150.—In North Artie 120,—In South Coventry, 
North Mansfield and South Mansfield, about 100 
each.—In Cola we 1a 40.—In Lebannon 90.—In Go- 
shen 50—In Bozrah between €0 and 70.—In Mont- 
ville 90.-—In Chaplin 60.—The work has recently 
commenced and is advancing with power in Hampton, 
—and within a few weeks, 
in hope. 
Within afew weeks past the Spirit of Gud has de- 
scended with an overwhe!ming power in Millington, 
and Colchester. In the former place about 70, and 
in the latter 60, are already rejoicing in hope. 
They have never before 


J or more are rejoicing 


witnessed the like in ra- 
pidity, power and extent. In the above cluster of 
towns all contiguous, more than 1800 souls have 


hopefully experie: fasaving ch 


hange im the con- 
gregational churches since the commencement of 
this revival; and « “ee , more than 800 have al- 
ready made a public pro fession “of religion. 

In Chatham also, “the work has been interesting ; 
about 70 are radii ingin hope, and 


m ide a public y 


50 or more have 
I ession. In Millington. 55 are 
expecting to unite with the church on the next Sab- 
bath. In Hampton, Colchester, and Millington. 
many are now anxious for their souls, and inquir- 
ing *“* what must do to be saved?’ New instan- 
ices of sinners under conviction, and of others, ‘ who 
have the newsong put into their mouth,’ 


_y sf 


are daily 
occurring in these towns. The prospect of the 
continuance, and spread of this work is as favoura- 
b le now, if not more so, than at any former period. 

‘ The Lord hath done great things for Zion, where- 


ee 


if 


re o 


190 


of we are glad.’ And let ali her friends humbly re- 
joice, and bow, and give thanks, and exalt his name 
together. 

Your friend and Brother, 


ASAHEL NETTLETON. 
= 


By a letter from aclergyman in Baltimore, we 
learn that, ‘‘ the friends of truth among the clergy 
of that City, have fermed an association among them- 
selves for carrying the gospel to every man’s door. 
They preach in such parts of the City as are not 
immediately contiguous to any place of worship— 
thus determining to compel them to hear, whether 
they will or not.—Many persons are so careless 
about their eternal interest that they are not willing 
to make the smallest sacrifices to insure it. If the 
gospel be preached in their own houses, or their 
neighbours’ they will hear it; but if it is to be 
sought at a distance it is neglected. Hence our 
Lord’s command, ‘go ye out into the high-ways 
and hedges, & compel them to come in.”? Our mod- 
ern objectors to preaching in private houses, streets 
and market-places, would have said, ‘‘ Lord there 
are churches plenty for all who are disposed to 
hear, let them go to them, if they value the gospel.”’ 
Nay, but who art thou that repliest againstGod. We 
hope the time is not far distant, when every minis- 
ter of the gospel will consider himself as the Shep- 
herd of every mortal within his reach, whether he 
attends or contributes to his church or not.—Chris- 
tan Repository. 

: ——>—— 

The following article is copied from the Waterville In- 
telligencer, and we think merits the perusal of all Chris~ 
tians. Inatime of revival of religion, when the hearts 
of Christian people are especially longing for the salva- 
ion of friends and neighbours, they are more inclined to 
place confidence in the profession of those who seem to 
be seeking God, than at other times ; some are thus re- 
ceived to fellowship, without having passed from death 
unto life ; which eventually causes difficulties in church- 
es, and the good way to be evil spoken of. 


TO THE BAPTIST CHURCHES IN MAINE. 
CuristTian Breturen, 


It is a leading sentiment of our denomination that 
no unregenerate man has any right to a place in the 
church of Christ. Ofthis truth, therefore, we shall 
presume you entertain no doubt. But we fear that 
the importance of it has not always been sufficiently 
felt. Persons, we apprehend, have sometimes been 
admitted into our churches, who did not exhibit that 
substantial evidence of piety which ought to be re- 
quired. Feeling too strong a desire for an increase 
of their numbers, or influenced by a regard to the 
wealth, the talents, or the station of the candidate, 
churches and ministers have neglected that impar- 
tial scrutiny which they were bound to employ. 
This is an evil which ought to be immediately ar- 
rested. Much of that coldness and stupidity of 
which our churches complain, and many of those 
same trials with which they have been exercised 
may, I conceive, be traced to this prolific source 


9 


THE CHRISTIAN SE@RETARY., 
| But the incapacity of unregenerate men for chris- 
tian fellowship is not the only consideration which 
forbids their admission into the Church of Christ. 
As they have no genuine humility, they are wont to 
indulge a restless ambition, and to be continually 
aspiring after lordship and dominion over their 
brethren. They must take the lead in all church 
business ; and if their advice is not followed, they 
are greatly offended, and denounce their brethron as 
either wicked or weak. Some of the members, 
persuaded by their artful insinuations, or over- 
powered by their fiery zeal and magisterial airs, sub- 
mit to their authority ; while others, who possess 
mature judgments or greater firmness, of mind, re- 
main unmoved, resolving to defend their christian 
liberty against every encroachment. Hence ani- 


triumph is furnished to the prince of darkness, who 
delights in nothing more than in sowing discord 
among brethren. 


Noris it by the exercise of a proud, domineering 


churches. It is common for persons of this descrip: 
tion to fall eventually into those pernicfous errors, 
and those immoral practices which betray the un- 
soundness of their hearts and render them a scandal 
to the christian name. Ungodly men are none the 
less ungodly when arrayed in the garb of piety, and 
honoured with the confidence of real christians. 
They have never received that ‘ unction of the 
Holy One,”’ which enables the child of God to dis- 
cern the glory of evangelical truth, and which forti- 
fies his mind against the seductive influence of error 
and its abettors. Nor have they that sanctifying 
grace which alone can reconcile the heart of a fallen 
creature to the way ofholiness. It is no wise strange 
that they, whose ‘‘ inward part is very wickedness,”’ 
should break through the restraints so painful to an 
ungodly man. He cannot patiently endure the 
yoke of Christ. Fear of hell, or a desire to concili- 
ate the favor of good men, may induce him to bear 
itforatime. But he will find it difficult, if not im- 
possible, to bear long. His unruly pansions event- 
ually prevail on him to shake it off, and he returns 


|with increased ardor to those sinful indulgences 


‘‘whichdrown men in destruction and perdition.”’ 
Thus it has happened to many in past ages ; and 
our own age furnishes some awful examples of the 
same kind. The consequenses are truly lamenta- 
ble. The children of God are grieved ; such as 
inquire the way to Zion are stumbled ; careless sin- 
ners are confirmed in their evil courses : while the 
mouths of the profane are opened wide to reproach 
the right ways of the Lord! 

Brethren, would you secure yourselves against the 
frequent occurrence of such events ? Beware of pre- 
‘cipitation in receiving persons into our fellowship. 
Be more solicitous for the purity of the church than 
forthe increase of her members. When persons 
| apply for admission, treat them tenderly ; but be 
‘sure to examine them thoroughly as possible.  In- 
|quire respecting their morals, their christian ex- 


| ° . ° 
| perience and their views of the gospel. And, un- 
‘less you obtain a good degree of satisfaction on all 


By neglecting to examine candidates with due faith- | these points, deny them admission. 


fulness, we open our doors to ungodly men, from 


whose admission no permanent advantage, but great | 


mischief, is to be expected. Such men, however 
amiable they may be in nature, are utterly unquali- 
fied for christian fellowship. This, St. Paul well 
knew, and, deeply impressed with it, addressed to 
his Corinthian brethren this weighty exhortation. 
‘* Be ye not unequally yoked together with unbe- 
lievers : for what fellowship bath righteousness with 
unrighteousness ? and what communion hath light 
with darkness ? and what concord hath Christ with 
Belial? or what part hath he that believeth with an 
infidel ? and what agreement hath the temple of God 
with idols ?. For ye are the temple of the living 
God: as God hath said, | will dwell in them, and 
walk in them ; and 1 will be their God, and they 
shall be my people. Wherefore come out from 
among them and be ye separate, saith the Lord, and 
touch not the unclean thing, and ! will receive you. 
and will bea Father to you, and ye shall be my sons 
and daughters, saith the Lord Almighty.”’ 


“MISCELLANEOUS. 


From the Columbian Star. 
HINTS TO MINISTERS. 


| Mr. Eni1rorn—In perusing the ** Christian Obser- 


ver’’ lately, | met with an article which is designed 
to expose certain errors in the manner of preaching 
the gospel; and as these errors prevail no less 
amongst us (especially in the Baptist denomination) 
than in England, I cannot but desire that the article 
above mentioned, may obtain a place in the Star. 
You may find it in vol. xiii. p. 620, et. seq. It is 
my design to select further hints on the same sub- 
ject, as far as my opportunities may admit. 
THEOPHILUS. 


the attention of your readers may be advantageously 
drawn ; | mean a high and disproportionate kind of 
doctrinal sentiment, sometimes to be met with, 


which appears to me to err, not so much by any | 


mosities and contentions arise, and great occasion of 


spirit only that false brethren disturb the peace of 


There is a subject somewhat connected with a} 
right view of the Moral Law, to which | conceive; 


broad and positive departure from essential truth, 

as by a partial and intemperate exhibition of it. It 
wants the holy meekness, the just proportion, the 
wise use which the Scriptures uniformly inculcate 

and in union with which the doctrines of the gospel 
ought ever to be exhibited. I would willingly avoid 
the use of obnoxious terms ; but I hardly know 
how better to describe by a single expression, the 
system of opinions I have in view, than by calling it 
a crude Calvinistic theology. It cannot be consider- 
ed as either enthusiastic or antinomian, in the stron- 
ger sense of those words, but it partakes, I fear, not 
inconsiderably, of both these evils. It is sometimes 
found to be adopted by persons, I most sincerely 
believe, of fervent and exemplary piety—men whom 
we cannot but love, and whom we should strive to 
imitate ; but it more commonly infects the minds of 
the young, the ardent, and the inexperienced ; 
honest perhaps in the main, but greedy of novelty, 
rash in decision, and eager in maintaining what they 
have once asserted. It is indeed, the deep convic- 
tion that all error is unholy, and will surely, though 
perhaps insensibly, operate to the injury of the 
Christian’s faith, and obedience, and joy, that has 
determined me to address you on the subject. I 
will not, however, dissemble the difficulty ! feel in 
attempting it. To expose the faults of persons 
whom I believe for the most part to be truly pious, 
is dangerous to one’s own mind. It is not easy to 
do itinthe spirit of meekness. It is not easy wholly 
to avoid the errors which lie on the opposite side, 
It is not easy to conduct yourself, so that others may 
acknowledge and feel, that your motives are really 
upright. It is not easy to preserve your intentions 
uncontaminated with what is wrong. I think there 
is scarcely a worse temper of mind than that which 
can dwell with pleasure on the infirmities and mis- 
takes of our brethren. At the same time we are, 
surely, permitted to state with modesty and firmness, 
what we conceive to be a departure from the sim- 
plicity of Christ ; especially where such a state- 
ment may be the means at once of vindicating the 
truth of God from the misrepresentation of adversa- 
ries, and of guarding the young Christian from adop- 
ting views, which, however plausible they may ap- 
pear, will infallibly lead him from the purity and hu- 
mility of the faith of Christ. 

The sentiments which I am about to detail, I 
impute to no individual, nor any number of individ- 
uals, in their full extent. A tendency to them in 
very different degrees, may possibly exist, where 
the consequences of the whole system are little sus- 
pected. Imerely state what I conceive to be plain 
and tangible errors. Those whoare candid enough 
to read my statements with attention, and compare 
them with the Holy Scriptures, though they should 
differ with me in judgment in some particulars, will 
yet, | should hope, receive them with the same spi- 
rit of affection in which they are offered, and fer- 
vently implore the grace and teaching of the Holy 
Spirit, on their re-consideration of the points te 
which they relate. On the system itseli, I must 
beg leave to speak strongly and decidedly. A re- 
gard to truth will not allow me to palliate bere. ! 
really believe that no one thing is more calculated 
to check the reviving piety of our days, and to pro- 
voke the Almighty to withdraw from us the light ot 
his countenance, than thehigh and unmeasured doc- 
trinal sentiments to which [ allude ; and the spirit 
and conduct with which they are too generally com- 
bined. Such sentiments and views, ‘will eat as 
doth a canker.’ And it is the duty of every sober- 
minded Christian to enter his protest against the 
adoption and propagation of them. 

The chief errors of this crude system, appear to 
me to be these. 1. A disproportionate statement of 
the doctrines of election, predestination, and the 
decrees of God. 2. The inculcation of the atone- 
ment and righteousness of Christ, to the exclusion 
of almost every other topic. 3. The omitting di- 
rectly to address the ungodly, and to call them to 
faith and repentance. 4. An excessive endeavour 
to produce comfort in the minds of those who are 
considered as sincere Christians. 5. A merely 
slight and general explication of the duties of obedi- 
ence. 6. An unscriptural and highly dangerous 
view of the doctrine of final perseverance. 7. An 


unsound and fanciful method of interpreting the 
Holy Scriptures. 8. A censorious and positive 
temper in pressing their sentiments on others, and 
:n condemning those who decline to receive them. 

1. The first point, then, is a disproportionate 
statement of the doctrines of election, predestination, 
and the decrees of God.—To the cautious and scrip- 
tural statements of these mysterious truths, | make 
no objection. If endeavour to do this myself on all 
occasions which appear to me suitable. 1 am per- 
suaded they tend greatly to promote our joy, and 
love, and thankfulness, and obedience. But I can 
conceive few things more dangerous than the exces- 
sive and somewhat irreverent manner in which they 
are occasionally treated. 1 have sometimes heard 
language on these awful subjects, not only divested 
of all that deep humility which should mark every 
statement relating to them, but accompanied with a 
positiveness, and what appeared to me arrogance, 
which really made me tremble. In the Holy Scrip- 
tures I see these doctrines stated occasionally only, 
and briefly, to churches established in the faith, as 
the Ephesian, Colossian, and Thessalonian, or in the 
due and natural course of an argumentative exposi- 
tion of the truth, as in the Epistle to the Romans. 
And I observe, that such doctrine is in every case 
brought forward, not in an abstract metaphysical 
way, but for some directly holy purpose. ‘The gen- 
eral course of scriptural instruction does not pro- 
ceed on the basis of these awful and mysterious 
truths, but on the plain and intelligible ground of 
God’s revealed will to man, as a fallen indeed, but 
rational and accountable creature. I apprehend, 


that for one verse referring to the secret decrees of 


God. there are an hundred which stand on the broad 
foundation of man’s responsibility and duty. When, 
therefore, I listen to sermons or conversations 
which perpetually insist on these points, familiarly 
adopt terms of very dubieus meaning, and proceed 
throughout, not on the revealed will of God, but on 
his inscrutable purposes, I must be permitted to 
consider such a course as a deflection from the right 
way, as at variance with the example, and opposed 
to the simplicity, of the unerring oracles of truth ; 
and I must beg leave to inform all whomay be but 
superficially acquainted with these subjects, that 
the great body of pious ministers and Christians in 
the church, and I believe also among the Dissen- 
ters, do most decidedly disapprove of such an injudi- 
cious mode of instruction, and are desirous of doing 
all they properly can to discountenance it, both by 
the declaration of their sentiments, and by their own 
practice. 

, (To be continued.) 

ae 
From the London Baptist Magazine 
VILLAGE PREACHING. 
« Mr. Enrron.—Being called in providence during 
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off ; and on my inquiring if he had himself heard 
them, his countenance brightened as with holy plea- 
sure, and, the tear glitterring in his eye,he replied, 
‘“‘ Yes ; the first time of their preaching in this vil- 
lage was on Sunday morning. A person came to 
my house before the church-services began, and 
said he should like to preach there, and asked me 
if I could lend him a chair to stand onat my door. 
I was too fearful of what might be the consequence, 
to comply with this request ; but a man who work- 
ed for me, said, he could not hurt a wood bottomed 
chair, and without waiting for my consent brought a 
chair out, upon which the man mounted. I was too 
much alarmed to stand and hear the whole sermon, 
yet I went backward and forward into my house, 
and catched alittle now andthen. But I hope the 
little I did hear was blessed to me ; for I had till this 
time been, though an occasivnal reader of the Bible, 
utterly unacquainted with its nature. But the Lord| 
opened my eyes, unstopped my ears, and melted my 
heart ; the base pleasures my nature had long in- 
dulged in, | can indulge no longer ; my Sabbaths, 
which were constantly spent at the public house, 
are now employed in reading God’s word with my 
family, or going where I can hear it preached, after 
we have attended the service of the church in the 
village ; for our preachers make it a rule not to in- 
terfere with the hours of public worship at church. 
And indeed, Sir, | have now but one burden and that 
is sin. With this I have daily conflicts, especially 
those sins to which my nature is more particularly 
prone, and which from long habits have had the 
greatest power over me.”’ 

The poor man here entered into such a sweet 
and scriptural detail ofthe experience of a work of 
grace upon his heart, the method by which God the 
Holy Spirit opened to him the deep-seated deprav- 
ation of his nature, his need of the atonement of Je- 
sus Christ, and the all-sufficiency of his blood to 
pardon, & his spirit to purify the inveterate diseases 
sin had produced, that I was struck with silent ad- 
miration and adoring gratiude, and could only ex- 
claim, ‘* What hath God wrought ?” 

‘** Aye,” replied the poor man, ‘‘ our preacher 
took that for his text the uther Sunday ; and sure e- 
nough, | may say, when I look at whatl have been, 
| What hath God wrought!” HadI before doubted 
of the reality of the communion of saints on earth, | 
jcould have doubted no longer. HadI dared to 
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CHRIST THE SINNER’S REFUGE. 


When the thunders roar, and the lightnings flash, 
when the clouds pour down rain, and the element is 
clothed with blackness, how welcome is home to the 
fearful traveller. Thus Christ is a refuge from the 
storm of Jehovah’s justice, and resting within the 
sanctuary of his love, we shall be as safe as Noah 
when housed in the ark. Anon. 

— _— 
FOR THE CHRISTIAN SECRETARY. 


ON ECCLESIASTICAL HISTORY. 
Continued. 
THE APOSTOLIC AGE OF THE CHURCH. 


STATE OF CHRISTIANITY AMONG THE GENTILES. 


Iv is impossible to ascertain with precision the 
limits of the kingdom of Jesus Christ in this early 
period of Christianity. Most of those valuable doe- 
uments, which could have assisted our inquiry into 
so important a subject, were destroyed, either by 
Pagan persecutors or Gothic barbarians. However 
itis certain that Athens and Rome, their seats of 
science and arms, admitted the royal Conqueror 
within their walls ; the former of which beheld his 
triumph in their seats of learning and justice ; and 
the latter saw the banner of his cross on the palace 
gate of their emperors. St. Paul, who, after the 
death of the Lord Jesus, was called to be the apostle 
ofthe Gentiles, was the principal instrument in the 
accomplishment of this work. The history of the 
Acts of the Apostles is the only account to be depen- 
ded upon concerning the the success and extent of 
the Gospel. From _ these authentic records it evi- 
dently appears, that by the simple preaching of 
Christ crucified, the idolatrous worship of heathen 
deities, which had been firmly established for seve- 
ral preceding ages, was totally abolished in various 
parts of Asia and Europe. 


PERSECUTIONS. 


In the year of our Lord 54, Nero, the Emperor 
of Rome, a cruel and bloody tyrant, commenceda 
furious persecution against the church of God.— 
The cause he assigned for his conduct was as infa- 
mous as the persecution itself was severe. He wan- 
tonly set fire to Rome, as some historians suppose, 
that he might enjoy the glory of rebuilding it, and 
calling it after bis ownname. Butaccording to Sue- 
tonius, when a person in conversation said, ‘* For 


question the power and sovereignty of God’s Spirit | 
'when it works onthe most ignorant and depraved | 
heart, | could have questioned it no more, with such | 
a display before me of the import of that text, The| 
wind bloweth where it listeth. 

Anxious to know in what way this great change of| 
heart and life was met by those from whom he ex-| 


pected the most opposition, he informed me that the! 
person on whom the greatest part of his daily bread 


the last month to spend a few days ina small village | depended, so far from having been permitted to feel | 
in the neighborhood of D. as IT was one morning en-| angry with him, had given him the whole of his bu-| 
joying the charming prospects, | meta person w hom |siness, which before he had only shared with other) 
trom his appearance, I concluded tobe a blacksmith; workmen : and this the good man ascribed solely to 
and wishing to ascertain from him the state of relj-| the kind interference of his heavenly Father, who. 
gion in that part of the country, as well as his own has the hearts of all men in his hands, and turneth! 
feelings on that important subject, | endeavoured to! them as the rivers of water whithersoever he pleas- | 
draw him into conversation by asking some general eth. 
questions respecting the church, which was near On my asking him if the word preached had’been | 
to us, asalso the minister, and whether they bad) attended with any good to others in the village and) 
cervice once or twice on the Sabbath, and what kind) neighborhood, he replied, with joy in his counte- 
ofa person their minister was. The manl soon nance, * Yes, Sir, we are about thirty ofus, to whom 


aught I care, when I am dead, the world may be set 
on fire ;’’ Nero replied, ‘It shall be done while I 
am living.”? Immediately he devised methods to 
carry this dreadful purpose, so far as it related to 
Rome, into execution. This horrible conflagration 
continued for no less a time than six days and seven 
nights, consuming a great number of temples and o- 
ther stately edifices, as well as the habitations of pri- 
vate citizens, many of whom perished in the flames, 
A scene so awful, the bare recital of which shocks 
humanity, this monster beheld with pleasure froma 
lofty turret ; and diverting himself, as he expressed 
it, with beauty ofthe flame, sang a poem, called 
The Destfrction of Troy, dressed in the habit 
which he usually wore on the stage. Having per- 
petrated his villany, he had the audacity to charge 
the fact on the Christians ; that, tyrant as he was, 
he might exercise his cruelties upon them under 
the plausible pretence of justice. 

His ingenuity was racked to invent such exquisite 
tortures as were most congenial to his savage dispo- 


perceived, viewed me with some suspicion, and! this village preaching has been blessed; and on! 
with a caution which did credit to his understanding, | Sunday mornings and evenings we meet at that house | 
spoke very respectfully of the person concerning| yonder, at the end of the village, for prayer with| 
whom I had been making inquiry, without satisfying | and for each other, and there we have sometimes 


sition. Some were wrapped, as Tacitus informs us, 
in the skins of wild beasts,and baited by dogs ; some 
were crucified, others were daubed with inflamma- 


n 


r 


pmo ] 


me as to his piety or usefulness. On my asking him blessed seasons.’’ Willingly would I have spent a 
if there was any other place of worship in the vil- | Sabbath among them, had not my engagements call- 
lage, or whether any dissenters or methodists resid-| ed me home on the following Saturday evening ; but 
ed therein, I perceived from his looks that his fears| never shall | forget, while memory lasts, this inter- 
were afresh excited as to who and what I was ; yet! esting scene, and the circumstances attending it. 

he did not hesitate to tell me that some persons,) The above statement would furnish many useful 
called methodists, or village preachers, had occa-| and instructive lessons, did the limits of this commu- 
sionally been there, and he believed had done good ;| nication allow me to suggestthem. This, however, 
but that the squire, to whom the village belonged,| ! trust willbe acknwledged by all—it proves the 
did not approve of their preaching, as these persons | great good done by Village Itinerancy - and the en- 
had never had any learning, and therefore it was im-| couragement it must aflord those of our friends thus 
possible they could know any thing about religion. | engaged, that their labour shall not be in vain in the 
‘The reserve of my companion now began to wear | Lord Z. 


} 


ble matter, and, at the close of the day, set on fire 
lke torches, while Nero himself, who drove about 
|wantonly ina chariot, increased their misery b 

mockery andderision. As itis probable that this 
persecution raged as faras the Roman authority it- 
self extended, the number of the victims must have 
_beenimmense. But He, who holds in his hands the 
reins of universal government, caused the fury of 
the tyrant to promote the interest of his kingdom.— 
Amidst their dreadful sufferings, he enabled his peo- 
| ple soto demonstrate the invincible energy of his 
religion, thatthey even “* gloried in their tribula- 
tions.’ Numberless spectators, convinced of the 
innocency of their lives, and struck with the forti- 


ee Ne 


a > dual 
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tude with which they suffered, immediately renoun- 
ced their idolatrous practices, and embraced a rell- 
gion so evidently divine. And, indeed, so numer- 
ous were the converts in consequence of every per- 
secution, that it may with the strictest propriety be 
said, the blood of the martyrs was the seed of the 
church. After this bloody tyrant had lived for some 
time under the horrors of his guilty conscience, be- 
ing condemned by the senate to be put into the furca, 
or pillory, there to be scourged to death, after va- 
rious pusillanimous efforts, in the year 68, with) 
his own hand, he put a period to his iniquitous life. 

Domitian, whose soul was nearly allied to Nero’s 
incruelty, about the year 94 renewed the persecu- 
tion, which, though it was carried on with extreme 
rigor, was but of short duration, as Domitian him-| 
self was put to death the following year by the hands | 
ofhis ownsubjects. In this reign it is well known, | 


St. John the apostle was banished to the isle of Pat- | find that we have been enabled in any good degree’ 


and make such improvement of our remaining mo- 
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ber our days and finish our enjoyments here, how 
aggravated must be our condemnation. Have we 
arrived at that age when ‘‘ The grinders cease be- 
cause they are few, and those that look out at the 
windows are darkened, and the grasshopper is be- 
come a burden ?”’ Let us remember that ‘* procras- 
tination is the thief of time.’’ The winter of death 
will soon come upon us, and we shall lie down in 
the narrow house, where ‘‘ there is no wisdom, 
knowledge, nordevice.”’ Surely it is important we 
seriously commence the work of self examination, 


ments as the subject of reflection demands. 

Our want of preparation will not delay the sum- 
mons of death, nor can we bribe the king of terrors. 
The sentence is gone forth and it apphes to all of 
every age, ‘‘ dust thou art and unto dust shalt thou 
return.”’ In taking a retrospect of the past, do we 


At Ellington, suddenly, on the 8th inst. Mr. 
Nash, aged 80. 

At Tolland, on the 9th ult. Mrs. Phebe 
aged 43, wife Mr. Merrit Gilbert. bs. ~ailbert, 

At Barkhamsted, on the 27th ult. Mrs. Rob 
ford, aged #1, relict of Capt. Robert Whitford. 

At ety - the . . Capt Stephen Barnes aged 
55; on the 8th inst. Mrs. Mary Curtis, a 59, wi 
Mr. Giles Curtis. : on ee 

At Saybrook, Mr William Hill, aged 81. 

At Lyme, Mr Asa Lawyer, aged 75, a revolutionary 
pensioner ; Mrs. Mary Brooks, aged 85. , 

At Windham, Mrs. Mirtam Cross, aged 100, relict of 
Mr. Wiliam Cross; Mr. John Ormsby, aged 92; Mrs. 
Hannah Linkon, aged 80, relict of Mr. Daniel Linkon - 
Vrs. Blackman, aged 77, wife of Mr. Aaron Blackman. 

At Lisbon, Mrs. Lucy King, aged 79, wife of Mr. 
Joseph King. 

At Middletown on the 10th inst. Mr. Natbaniel Sav- 
age, aged 79. 

At Manchester, Mr. Dean, a very ingenious mechan- 
ic, and useful citizen. 

At Wethersfield, Mr. Levi Butler. 


Ebenezer 


ey Whit. 


mos, where he was indulged with the most familiar | like Moses to number our days according to the C= A SEE 


intercourse with his God and Saviour, from whom 
whe received those wonderful Revelations he faithful- 


tates of heavenly wisdom ? Yet have we not let, 
many opportunities pass unimproved in which we} 


ly recorded, and which close the canon of Scripture. ; might have been useful to our fellow wen, to the 


To be continued. 
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universal economy of his government. ‘The con- 
stant succession of day and night, seed time and har- 
vest, cold and heat, are wisely adapted for the com- 
fort and convenience of man. And while inthe en- 
joyment of the bounties of heaven, how does it be- 
come him to remember with gratitude the gracious 
giver of all good. 


_ ——-—-—-——-—— /the Lord and serve him ? 
Hartroarn, December 27, 1223. 


How manifest are the wisdom and goodness of| : . 
God, in the arrangement of the seasons, and in the |*Htll feel the propriety of the prayer of the servant 


icause of Christ in the world, and to our own souls ; 
SN MEG IE IST EK DRT ET ULE TEE 8 Bt jdo we not find much cause for regret at our regiiss-, 
‘ness ? 


Has our whole heart been engaged to seek, 


If on examination we 
fiud we have oflended or come short (as we most 


certainly shall if our examination is impartial) we 


of God, that we may be enabled to find and perse- 


SUMMARY. 


We have before us a letter dated 20th Sept. at Smyrna, 
from an intelligent Greek gentleman, who mentions that 
the Turkish government had yielded to the demands of 


Kussia; and that the Turkish admiral who had retired 


trom the Morea, expressed, nevertheless, a full assurance 
of the speedy subjection of the Greeks. The 
gives a piteous account of the sale by auction. 
under the order of the Turkish authorities. of 
ty of the poor Greeks who had fle 
being massacred. 


writer 
alt Smyrna, 
the proper- 
d from Smyrna toavoid 
Most of them had returned from ne- 


vere in the path ofheavenly wisdom. Muchis now 
doing calculated to encourage and animate the chris- 
tian. The events of the past year present a field in 
which we may contemplate the rising glories of the 
Saviour’s kingdom. Success attends the faithful 
heralds of the cross in alllaunds. A way is preparing 


The language of Moses the servant of God, in 


that admirable eifusion of his pious heart, contained |t"¥¢ Shiloh, indicative that the time is not far distant 


in the 90th Psalm, commends itself to the considera-|When the fulness of the Gentiles shall come in. 


tion ofall, ‘‘ So teach us tonumber our days that we 
may apply our hearts unto wisdom.’ What season 
more suitable for indulgence in such aspirations of 
soul, and such reflections as these words are calcu- 
lated to inspire than the present ? While we look 
around us and behold the ravages made by the frost 
of winter—see almost universal desolation spread 
over the vegetable kingdom—the yellow leaf of au- 
tumn fallen to the ground. How does it become us 
to remember that ‘* we all do tade as the leaf.’— 
Alas! how frail—bow uncertain ts the life of man, 
with all his earthly prospects and calculations for 
sublunary bliss. Amuntimely frost may nip him in 
the first buddings of his existence. Like the rava- 
ees of an insect on the leaf. so is he liable to be de- 
stroyed in the bloom of life ere he arrives at matu- 
rity. A storm or tempest of disease and trouble may 
dislodge him from his hold on expected enjoyment 
in the meridian of his days, but it he survive every 
casualty which flesh is heir to, he is doomed to fade 
as the leaf in the autumn of life, and the winter of 
Jeath will certainly succeed, 


How “ypble the 
metaphor to represent the frailty of . The! 


past we know, but what lies before us is covered 
with acloud. God has in wisdem beunded our vis 
ions and hidden futurity from cur view. 
state of uncertainty in respect to the continuance of 
earthly enjoyment, let us reilect on the past and re- 
view our pilgrimage. In order to number our days 
aright it is necessary we have a knowledge of the 
work required to be accomplished by us. 
work comprises our whole duty to God and to oul 
fellow-men. How has the morning of our existence 
been employed ? [lave we applied our hearts to 
seek that wisdom that comes from above? Have 
we duly estimated the object of our existence ?— 
Have we sought first the kingdom of God and his 
righteousness ? or have we hitherto neelected this 
rnost.important concern, till the busy scenes of life, 
encross all our thoughts? Let us tremble lest the 
Holy Spirit be withdrawn, and God should say with 
reference to us, ‘* He is joined to his idols,let him 
atone.’ Lest he in righteous indignation at our 
abuse of his mercies should commissiun the messen- 
gers of his terrors, to write upon the wall of our 
Babylonish palace, ‘God hath numbered thy days 


and finished them.’’ Oh1tt God is provoked te num. 
i 


In this} 


This | 


forthe ingathering of the children of Israel to the 


Every christian denomination are engaged in ex- 
. . . = . 

‘tending the boundaries of the church of Jesus.-- 
! . . . ‘ 

Moved by a mighty impulse from the throne of God, 
we behold the friends of Immanuel throughout 
christendom * coming up to the help of the Lord, 
against the mighty.’? Satan’s kingdom trembles, and 
itis not strange his subjects are alarmed, and excited 
ito active exertions to stop the progress of light and 
i\truth inthe world. ButGod ever has and ever will 
\be faithful to his promise. ‘* When the enemy 


jcomes in hke a flood, the spirit of the Lord will litt 


cessity; but still their houses and effects were cruelly 
sacrificed. The Armenians were the chief purch: sers, 
ind acquired in this way an enormous |} 


7 : woly. 
clothing of the Greeks were confiscated 
were lett in utter destituticn 


Even the 


: » So that they 
— National Gaz. 
a 


Manprip, Nov. 6. 

This day, at noon, the ordinary punishment of hanging 
was inflicted on the person of D. Rafael del Rieco. J he 
public that hold his crimes in synch detestation, has shown, 
on this vecasion, that it can distinguish between the crime 
and the criminal ; for not the least insult was otlered to 
him, by the immense concourse that filled the streets 
ihrough which he passed; and it was only at the moment 
of execution that the ery of long live the absolute King 
was heard.— Madrid Gaz. 


Lonpon, Nov. 9. 

Polar Expedition —We understand it is in the con- 
templation of the Admiralty to commission Discovery 
Ships for another voyage to the Polar seas, with this dif- 
ference, that their route is now to be by Behring”s Strai s, 
whence they will sail eastward. The distance which 
must be traversed before thev can well be said to com- 
mence proceeding to the object of their mission, and the 


upa etandard against him.”’ 


What tho’ a man filled! 


‘ ; a ; ce ne .- wt. 6. : +E a " 
‘with the wisdom of this world has told us, ‘* the|{!!s passage.—This lat'er impediment it is now proposed 


heathen cannot be converted” to God. 
‘may deny the Lord who bought them, and so bring 


oa ° | 
on themselves switt destruction, and others boldly 


declare that God will not take vengeance on those 
who know him not, and obey not the gospel of his 
son. Yet the humble christian’s confidence ts fixed 
in that omvipotent being who hatb said ‘ Tis not by 
might nor by power but by my spirit, saith the 
Lord.’ Let the friends of Immanuel then be active 
in his cause. Let their works of faith and labour 
of love abound yet more and more, in as much as 


they are assured their labour is not in vain in the! 


Lord.” Now they bave to Jabour and toil ina 
worl@in thraldom to sin and satan, but soon they 
wil experience an entire emancipation, and with all 
the pure in heart will see God face to face. And 
the good work in which they are engaged shall go 
‘on ond prosper Ull allthe nations shall through the 
mighty energy of the Holy pirit be completely dis 
enthralled, and made to participate the liberty of the 


children of God,** for the mouth of the Lord hath 
spoken it.” 


—<j——. 
MARRIED, 

In this city, Mr. Henry W. Terry, to Miss Nancy 
'W. Hurlbat, of Wethersfield. 

Ai New-London 
lotte brooks. 

At Middletown, on the 1%th int. Mr. 
manp.to Mrs. Citron Lemore : 


Mr. Charles Harris, to Miss Char- 
Ishmael Free 


uel Miner, to Miss Elizabeth N. Elton. 


_—_. 


DIED, 

In this cify, on the 25th inst. Mrs. Harriet 8. Beck- 
with, aged 32, wite of Deacon Josiah Beckwith; Mary. 
aged 12, daustiter of Thomas K 
rage, ason of Mr. Frederick Marsh. 


brace, Esq. ; Bur- 


States. 


| A NEW, 


| Parry is again to take the command. 
; . 
The Rey. Wm. Staughton, D. D. President of the Col- 
lege, has been elected Chaplain of the Senate of the U. 
The Chaplain of the House is a Methe dist. 


7 OTST 


SASTEM GF WRITING, 
| Taught ina convenient Room over Dr. Joseph Lynde’s 


Siore. 


Second course of Lectures will commence on Monday 
next, Dec. | 


Terms, and hours of attendance. 
Ist class, Mondavs, Wednesdays, and Fridays, from 9 te 


i2 A. MM. Terms $1.00 for 4 weeks. 
/2d class, Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays, from 2 to 
| 5 P.M. Term: Qi ,0U for 4 weeks. 


12d class. ilondays, VV ednesday s, and Fridays, from 7 to 
9in theevening. Terms S150 for 4 weeks. 
ith class, Tuesdays, Thursdays, end Saturdays, from 9 te 
A.M. Terms 1,00 for 4 weeks. 
| 5th class, Tuesdays, Thursdays, and Saturdays, from 2to 
5 P.M. Terms 1,00 tor 4 wee ks. 
’ Tr Ny . 
6th class, Tuesdays, Thursdays, 2nd Saturdays, from 7 to 
Yin the evening. Terms $1,50 for 4 weeks. 
Every article is furnished by the Teacher. 


| Parents who have young children are invited to ex- 
| 
| 


amine my S) stem of W riting end manner of teaching, 
'and to patronise My proposals so far as they merit atten- 
}tion. Merchants who have young clerks deficient 10 


writing, are invited to give them one or two weeks to 
: on the iith inst. Mr. Sam-! — 


obtain it. Let them come and spend their time at my 
room until they are sufficiently complete. The Gentile- 
men may depend that ny system of writing is well worth 
their attention. Every young Gentleman and Lady who 
have not obtained an easy correct style of writing, are 
invited to aitend my schol. . 


SCHUYLER CLARK 


